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As of this week, Senator Bernie Sanders is leading national Democratic 
primary polls, in some cases by double-digit margins. After another early 
state victory in Nevada, he is the betting favorite to become the nominee.

Regardless of what comes next in the primary, the grassroots fundraising 
prowess and early state successes Bernie has shown means he will remain a 
formidable force until the Democratic Convention. Dismissed no more than 
five years ago as a bombastic socialist from a state with fewer than 300,000 
voters, Bernie is now leading a national movement that has raised more 
small dollar donations than any campaign in history, including $25 million 
in January alone.

Not unlike President Trump, Bernie uses his massive and loyal following, as 
well as his increasingly formidable digital bully pulpit, to target American 
businesses and announce policies that could soon be the basis for a potential  
Democratic platform.

As businesses work to adjust to the rapidly changing primary dynamics that 
have catapulted Bernie to frontrunner status, we wanted to provide the basics 
- a Bernie 101 - to help guide business leaders in understanding the people, 
organizations and experiences that guide Bernie’s policies and politics. This 
basic primer also includes many of the Vermont Senator’s favorite targets, 
from companies to institutions to industries.

Senator Sanders is breaking the mold in Presidential politics with every 
gain he makes in the primary process. And like another unconventional 
candidate who today sits in the Oval Office, you can throw out the typical 
playbook for what American businesses should expect over the coming 
months or more. 

However, we believe having a firm understanding of the Democratic 
front-runner’s promises, proposals, allies and enemies will help in 
navigating the uncertainty ahead. 
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ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM THE APPEAL: WHAT NATIONAL POLLING TELLS US ABOUT THE SANDERS 

MOVEMENT 

The Sanders movement is built on historically high levels of 
distrust with corporations, government, the wealthy, banks 

and institutions…. 

At the same time, the campaign is taking advantage of 
growing support across party lines for a more active 

government role in issues like health care. 

While some public opinion trends benefit Sanders, 
Americans. including key independent voters, view 

socialism with serious skepticism

Source: Pew Research Center

Source: CBS News Poll

Source: NPR/Marist Poll

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/2020-polls-national-health-care-plan-favored-by-most-americans-cbs-news-poll-finds/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/19/807047941/poll-sanders-rises-but-socialism-isnt-popular-with-most-americans
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/09/70-of-americans-say-u-s-economic-system-unfairly-favors-the-powerful/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/01/09/70-of-americans-say-u-s-economic-system-unfairly-favors-the-powerful/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/2020-polls-national-health-care-plan-favored-by-most-americans-cbs-news-poll-finds/
https://www.npr.org/2020/02/19/807047941/poll-sanders-rises-but-socialism-isnt-popular-with-most-americans


“The United States will join every other major country on earth and guarantee healthcare to all people as a right.”

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON HEALTH CARE - HERE

“We will no longer stand idly by and allow 3 people in this country to own more wealth than the bottom half of America.”

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON TAXES & INEQUALITY- HERE

“The outrageous greed of the pharmaceutical industry is going to end. We are going to lower prescription drug prices in this country.”

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITION ON DRUG PRICING - HERE

“We are going to make public colleges and universities tuition free, and substantially lower the outrageous level of student debt 
that currently exists. OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON COLLEGE FOR ALL - HERE

“In 2008, the American people bailed out Wall Street. Now, it is Wall Street’s turn to help the middle class and working class 
of this country.” DETAILS ON WALL STREET TAX PROPOSED TO PAY FOR CANCELING STUDENT DEBT - HERE

ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM 

As we saw in 2016, campaign rhetoric, no matter how far fetched, is a good indicator of potential White House 
policies, particularly from populist candidates. Here are the campaign promises Bernie makes in nearly every 
speech, along with the official campaign policies that back each pledge: 

https://berniesanders.com/issues/medicare-for-all/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/tax-extreme-wealth/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/medicare-for-all/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/free-college-cancel-debt/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/free-college-cancel-debt/


REPORTING ON BERNIE’S CUTS TO  MILITARY SPENDING- HERE

“We're going to pass comprehensive immigration reform and provide a path toward citizenship.”

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON IMMIGRATION - HERE

REPORTING ON BERNIE’S CUTS TO  MILITARY SPENDING - HERE

“We will not continue to spend $700 billion a year on the military.”

“We will rebuild our crumbling infrastructure…and when we do that we create up to 13 million good paying jobs.”

PAST POSITIONS ON INFRASTRUCTURE - HERE

“We are going to overturn Citizens United and move to public funding of elections.”

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON MONEY & POLITICS - HERE

“If there is going to be class warfare in this country, it’s time that the working class of this 
country won that war and not just the corporate elite OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON LABOR UNION GROWTH - HERE

“We intend to transform our energy system away from fossil fuel and into energy efficiency and sustainable energy”

BERNIE ON THE GREEN NEW DEAL - HERE

ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM 

OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POSITIONS ON WORKPLACE & WAGES - HERE

“We are going to raise the federal minimum wage to a living wage - $15 an hour.”

https://www.vox.com/2019/5/2/18525580/bernie-sanders-plan-cut-military-spending
https://berniesanders.com/issues/welcoming-and-safe-america-all/
https://www.vox.com/2019/5/2/18525580/bernie-sanders-plan-cut-military-spending
https://feelthebern.org/bernie-sanders-on-infrastructure/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/free-and-fair-elections/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/workplace-democracy/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/green-new-deal/
https://berniesanders.com/issues/workplace-democracy/


ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM PROMISES & PAY-FORS: THE BIGGEST BERNIE PROMISES AND WHO HE SAYS 

WILL FOOT THE BILL 

A single-payer, national health insurance program

Cancel all student loan debt

Guarantee tuition and debt-free public colleges

End the housing crisis by investing $2.5 trillion 

Expand Social Security benefits

Eliminate all Americans’ past-due medical debt

Create a 100 percent renewable energy system

Invest in $1 trillion infrastructure plan

12 weeks of paid family and medical leave

A mix of tax increases from various sources - details

0.5 percent tax on stock trades – details 

federal government would negotiate and pay off 
existing debt – cost would depend on negotiations 

Wealth tax on top 0.1 percent – details

Remove payroll tax cap for earnings above $250,000

0.5 percent tax on stock trades – details 

A mix – led by taxes, fees and litigation against fossil 
fuels companies – details 

Tax Corporate Offshore Income 

0.4 percent payroll tax split evenly between 
employers and employees 

THE PROMISE THE PAY-FOR 

1.38
Trillion 
per year

2.2
trillion

2.5
trillion

1.2
trillion

75
Billion
Per year

16.3
trillion

$1
trillion

$319 
billion

depends

THE 
COST

https://www.sanders.senate.gov/download/medicare-for-all-2019-financing?id=860FD1B9-3E8A-4ADD-8C1F-0DEDC8D45BC1&download=1&inline=file
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02692171.2018.1485634
https://berniesanders.com/issues/tax-extreme-wealth/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/02692171.2018.1485634
https://www.vox.com/2019/8/22/20827396/bernie-sanders-2020-climate-policy-green-new-deal


ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM TARGET PRACTICE: THE COMPANIES & INDUSTRIES THAT BERNIE GOES AFTER 

REGULARLY & WHAT HE’S SAID SO FAR

Like President Trump, Bernie uses twitter to target businesses and industries. While his 9.1 million followers 
trail the President’s 40 million plus by a significant margin, his tweets are often just as biting and targeted at the 
C-suite, often by name.  



ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM TARGET PRACTICE: BERNIE’S FAVORITE LINES OF ATTACK

Sanders’s tweets and public statements point to a few favorite objects of the candidate’s ire. Here are the topics 
business leaders should expect that Sanders will continually return to:

• Tax liability for large corporations – read more

• Ceo-to-worker wage gap – read more

• Pharmaceutical companies - on pricing & opioids – read more

• Fossil fuel companies – read more

• Any company in an ongoing dispute with labor – read more

• Any company he deems to be a monopoly – read more

https://www.newsweek.com/bernie-sanders-calls-out-amazon-netflix-starbucks-other-companies-that-paid-0-federal-income-1477551
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/bernie-sanders-inequality-tax-plan-close-ceo-worker-pay-gap-2019-9-1028563415
https://berniesanders.com/en/new-hampshire/press-releases/sanders-drops-new-ad-on-big-pharmas-greed/
https://www.vox.com/2019/11/12/20959293/bernie-sanders-climate-lawsuit-exxon-juliana-sinnok
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy/delta-bernie-sanders-worker-pay
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/16/bernie-sanders-facebook-google-amazon-1416786


ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM ALLIES & ADVISORS: PROGRESSIVE THINK TANKS & ORGANIZATIONS 

When Bernie attacks business and industry, these are the think tanks and organizations that he cites most often. 
If you are on their radar, chances are you are likely on the Sanders' campaign radar as well. 

Sunrise Movement
The grassroots movement behind the 
green new deal, sunrise works with 
sanders to target fossil fuels and 
support his climate policies. more

Institute on taxation and 
economic policy
Most notably, ITEP has produces a 
report on corporate tax avoidance 
that sanders has used as his go-to on 
his favorite subject. more

American Civil Liberties Union
While all democratic candidates rely on 
the ACLU, Bernie uses them more 
regularly on everything from voting 
rights to criminal justice reform to 
immigration. His campaign manager is also 
their former political director. more

Public Citizen
On trade and pharmaceuticals in 
particular, Sanders and this staple of 
the consumer advocacy world have 
long teamed up. more

Economic Policy Institute
EPI provides a substantial amount of 
the statistics that Bernie uses on the 
campaign trail. From jobs lost to 
trade deals to wage stagnation and 
health care, this dc-based econ shop 
is the source. more

Communications Workers of 
Americs
The Sanders campaign’s largest labor 
endorsement (over 700,000 members) in 
2016 came from cwa. Bernie regularly 
takes on health care, telecom and 
other issues with their grassroots 
backing. more

Others include: Americans for Democratic Action, Democracy for America, Democratic Socialists of America, Friends of 
the Earth, Justice Party, MoveOn.org, National People's Action, Occupy Wall Street and Peace Action.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/09/us/politics/bernie-sanders-sunrise-movement-endorsement.html
https://itep.org/corporate-tax-avoidance-in-the-first-year-of-the-trump-tax-law/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/19/politics/bernie-sanders-campaign-manager-endorsements-2020-primary/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-81eB7XUZ28
https://www.epi.org/research/
https://cwa-union.org/news/entry/cwa_endorses_sen_bernie_sanders_for_president


ANATOMY OF A STUMP SPEECH: BERNIE’S FAVORITE CAMPAIGN PROMISES & 
THE OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN POLICIES BEHIND THEM 

ALLIES & ADVISORS: Campaign staff

Faiz Shakir – Campaign manager
Worked as aclu national political director overseeing 
the  organization's Washington office and state 
advocacy and policy departments. Also helped lead Sen. 
Reid and speaker Pelosi’s digital comms efforts. - more

More on Key Sanders campaign staff HERE

More from POLITICO on what a potential Sanders White House staff and cabinet could look like HERE

Ari Rabin-Havt – Deputy Campaign 
manager
Previous Deputy Chief of Staff in Sanders’ senate office. 
background is in media, having worked for The Agenda on 
SiriusXM and at Media Matters for America. - more

Analilia Mejia – political director 
Focuses on issues like $15 minimum wage, automatic voter 
registration, latino outreach. Other organizations she 
has worked for include SEIU,  NJ working families 
alliance Union, Unite Here, and Workers United. – more 

David Sirota – Speechwriter & Senior 
Advisor 
investigative reporter for Newsweek/IBT and Capital & 
Main, a columnist for The Guardian, and a radio host in 
Denver. in the early 2000s, Sirota worked as Sanders' 
House press secretary. - more

Jeff Weaver – Senior Advisor 
Long time chief of staff, 2016 campaign manager, closest 
member of the inner circle, overall strategist for 2020 
campaign. – more

Rene Spellman– Deputy Campaign manager
Sanders' national director of traveling press and media 
logistics for his 2016 campaign. youth vote director for 
Obama's 2008 presidential campaign and a senior adviser in 
Florida during his 2012 re-election campaign. - more

Arianna Jones – Comms Director 
served as deputy communications director for Sanders' 
2016 campaign. She also has worked as a senior vice 
president at Revolution Messaging and a producer for 
MSNBC.– more

Josh orton – Policy Director 
from Sanders' Senate office, where he served as a senior 
adviser. He has previously worked for Sens. Russ Feingold 
and Harry Reid. - more

https://www.linkedin.com/in/faiz-shakir-6765781b/
https://ballotpedia.org/Bernie_Sanders_presidential_campaign_staff,_2020
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2019/12/16/bernie-sanders-first-100-days-president-white-house-administration-084447
https://twitter.com/AriRabinHavt?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/Analilia_Mejia?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/davidsirota?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/01/09/jeff-weaver-wont-manage-sanders-campaign-1092875
https://www.linkedin.com/in/renespellman/
https://twitter.com/ariannaijones?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/joshorton?lang=en


ALLIES & ADVISORS: Congressional surrogates

For a Democratic frontrunner at this point in the campaign, Senator Sanders has far fewer endorsements than 
his challengers or previous nominees. Here is a look at his small but vocal army of Congressional defenders.

Rep. Ilhan Omar (MN-5)
more

Rep.  Pramila Jayapal
(WA-7) more

Rep.  Ro Khanna (ca-17) 
more

Rep.  Mark Pocan (WI-2) 
more

Rep. Rashida  
Tlaib (MI-13)
moreRep.  Jesus 

“Chuy” Garcia 
(IL-4) more

Rep.   
Alexand
ria
Ocasio-
Cortez 
(NY-14)
more

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/us/politics/aoc-endorses-bernie-sanders.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rep-jayapal-a-leading-liberal-endorses-sanders-for-president/2020/01/19/d1bdb3c0-3a35-11ea-bb7b-265f4554af6d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/01/14/why-silicon-valleys-congressman-is-all-in-bernie-sanders/
https://apnews.com/7c6799ee5425569a3765f9f75f9b0577
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/27/politics/rashida-tlaib-endorses-bernie-sanders-aoc-omar/index.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2020/2/20/21137639/bernie-sanders-jesus-chuy-garcia-endorses-democratic-presidential-nomination
https://theintercept.com/2019/10/21/alexandria-ocasio-cortez-aoc-bernie-sanders-endorsement/


FUNDRAISING MUSCLE: HOW BERNIE IS BLOWING AWAY THE FIELD

1.4 million
Number of individual 
donors to Sanders 

through end of 2019

zero
Number of high-dollar 

fundraising events 
sanders has held

Source: NY Times

Source: NY Times
www.monumentadvocacy.com/bizfeelthebern

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/21/us/politics/democratic-fundraising-numbers-february.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosam&stream=top
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/21/us/politics/democratic-fundraising-numbers-february.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosam&stream=top
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/21/us/politics/democratic-fundraising-numbers-february.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosam&stream=top
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/02/21/us/politics/democratic-fundraising-numbers-february.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosam&stream=top
http://www.monumentadvocacy.com/bizfeelthebern
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